
Page 1 of 4 
 

COMMISSIONERS’ COURT 

SPECIAL MEETING 

And 

PUBLIC HEARING 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2014 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

AUDIO  

 

ATTESTATION TO MINUTES 

 

  

Links%202014-09-17-Special-Public%20Tax%20Hearing/2014.09.17_agenda.pdf
Links%202014-09-17-Special-Public%20Tax%20Hearing/2014.09.17_taxhearing.mp3
Links%202014-09-17-Special-Public%20Tax%20Hearing/2014.09.17_Attestation.pdf


Page 2 of 4 
 

COMMISSIONERS’ COURT 

SPECIAL MEETING 

And 

PUBLIC HEARING 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2014 

 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Titus County Commissioners’ Court met in a special meeting on 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. in the Titus County Courtroom, with the following 

members present: 

 

 

Brian P. Lee County Judge 

Al Riddle Commissioner Precinct 1 

Mike Fields Commissioner Precinct 2 

Phillip Hinton Commissioner Precinct 3 

Thomas Hockaday Commissioner Precinct 4 

Dianne Norris County Treasurer 

Carl Johnson County Auditor 

  

  

  

 

Public Attending Meeting: 

 

 
Sue Evenwell Jerry Moody Nigel Christopher 

Steve Capps Todd Kisel Tammy Shelton 

Judy Kent Tony Gesino Christie Davis 

Paul Lindsey Carolyn Norman Joyce Simpson 

   

   

 Invocation:   

 Pledge of Allegiance:       

  

Judge Lee 

Judge Lee 
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1.) Public comments and/or requests for information on non-agenda items in accordance with 

Section 551.042, Texas Open Meetings Act   (Listen to audio and/or see video)   

There were no comments and/or requests for information on non-agenda items. 

2.) Proposed 2014 Tax Rate (Listen to audio and/or see video)  (SEE ATTACHMENT #1) 

Jerry Moody came asking the county not to raise taxes and put an extra burden on the Titus County 

taxpayers.  He stated that due to EPA regulations that are on the books to reduce carbon emission 

by 42% could cause the coal plants to shut down and we have to be prepared for this.   Judy Kent 

reiterated this.  The only other item she brought out was that the Special called meetings were 

being held during the day when taxpayers could not attend.  Judge Lee informed the court that we 

had certain time frames that had to be met but that other meetings pertaining to the budget and 

the proposed tax rate would be held in the evenings. 

Nigel Christopher cited Local Government Code 111.004 – Itemized Budget; Contents.   He stated 

that our budget does not meet the code in that we need subject itemized columns showing actual 

expenditures from the current year compared to the new budgeted expenditures.  Mr. Christopher 

stated that we had increased our budget $4.5 million in two years and he would like a summary of 

where the extra money is going.  Judge Lee responded that our tax rate could go down if and when 

an agreement has been reached between Luminant and the Titus County Appraisal District. Our 

proposed tax rate is based on the assumption that Luminant will only pay tax on the uncontested 

value of $232 million.  Carl Johnson, County Auditor, stated that the proposed tax rate would not 

generate as much tax revenue as the current year.  A portion of the fund balance would be used for 

expenditures during the budget year such as the purchase of a fire truck and for the remodeling of 

the Ratliff Building.  

Commissioner Riddle feels that the County also needs to cut expenses in each department.  He also 

feels that we have six county employees that we don’t really need. 

Commissioner Fields would like to see what the Appraisal District comes up with before he says 

anything.   

Judge Lee informed the Court that our next Tax Hearing will be on Thursday, 9/25/2014 at 6:00 

p.m. and our Budget hearing will be on 9/22/2014 at 6:00 p.m. just before our scheduled 

Commissioners’ Court meeting.   

3.)  Consider and Possibly Approve Recommendations for Proposals/Property/Casualty Insurance  

a.) Property-Building /Contents/Equipment/Boiler-Machinery 

b.) General Liability 

c.) Auto Liability 

d.) Public Official Liability 

Links%202014-09-17-Special-Public%20Tax%20Hearing/2014.09.17_Attachment01.pdf
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e.) Crime-Employee Fidelity  

 (Listen to audio and/or see video) 

The Commissioners’ Court had decided not to utilize an Insurance Consultant this year to review all 

proposals received,  but instead formed a committee made up of Judge Brian Lee, Commissioner Al 

Riddle, Auditor, Carl Johnson and Christie Davis.  Two major proposals were received.  Buford 

Insurance only quoted on the Cyber Liability.    Todd Kisel from Texas Association of Counties and 

Steve Capps from Capps Insurance were present to answer any questions.   

The Court reviewed each category of insurance and noted the following:  (SEE ATTACHMENT 2) 

     a.)  The Work Comp Discount was figured at 2% off of each type of coverage if the county went 

with Texas Association of Counties.  It was supposed to be 10% off of the Worker’s Compensation 

Insurance which is not included on this proposal.   

     b.)  The Excess Liability coverage quote was added back to Capp’s total figure and the quote for 

Fiduciary Liability was deducted.   

Motion was made by Commissioner Hinton and seconded by Judge Lee to utilize Capps Insurance 

for all lines except Cyber Liability.  Cyber Liability will be renewed by Buford Insurance.  Motion 

failed with three nays from Commissioners Riddle, Fields and Hockaday. 

Motion was then made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Fields to table 

approving Recommendations for Proposals/Property/Casualty Insurance until the next scheduled 

meeting.  Motion passed with Judge Lee and Commissioner Hinton voting nay.  

4.  Closing Comments by County Judge and Commissioners, if any (Listen to audio and/or see video) 

Judge Lee commented on the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony held yesterday for the opening of the US 

271 Loop.  He thanked Commissioners’ Fields and Hockaday for the many years they have worked 

on this project and the meetings they have attended.   

 Commissioner Riddle wanted to make sure he understood the last column changes on the Tax rate. 

Commissioner Hockaday had asked for information on the weigh station and the job that was being 

done to make sure that this was not a duplication of work previously done.  The job that was done 

several months ago was performed by Mark Stansell who replaced the insulation in portions of the 

walls inside.  The job being done now by Justin Stansell Construction is for outside work on the 

buildings and ceiling insulation.    

ADJOURN (Listen to audio and/or see video) 

Motion was made by Commissioner Hockaday and seconded by Commissioner Fields to adjourn. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

Links%202014-09-17-Special-Public%20Tax%20Hearing/2014.09.17_Attachment02.pdf

